
DoD Establishes Missile
Defense Agency

S
ecretary of Defense Donald H.
Rumsfeld announced this week the
redesignation of the Ballistic Mis-
sile Defense Organization (BMDO)

as the Missile Defense Agency (MDA).
Consistent with the President’s empha-
sis on missile defense, the Secretary also
provided direction necessary to meet the
top four priorities for the United States
in this important mission area. These are:

• To defend the United States, deployed
forces, allies, and friends from ballis-
tic missile attack.

• To employ a Ballistic Missile Defense
System (BMDS) that layers defenses to
intercept missiles in all phases of their
flight (i.e., boost, mid-course, and ter-
minal) against all ranges of threats.

• To enable the Services to field elements
of the overall BMDS as soon as prac-
ticable.

• To develop and test technologies; use
prototype and test assets to provide
early capability, if necessary; and im-
prove the effectiveness of deployed ca-
pability by inserting new technologies
as they become available or when the
threat warrants an accelerated capa-
bility.

Elevating BMDO to agency status rec-
ognizes the national priority and mission
emphasis on missile defense. The cur-

rent director of BMDO, Air Force Lt. Gen.
Ronald T. Kadish, will assume the title
of Director, MDA. He will continue to
report directly to Edward C. “Pete”
Aldridge Jr., Under Secretary of Defense
for Acquisition, Technology, and Logis-
tics. The Secretary has tasked Aldridge
with the responsibility of implementing
his direction and will look to the Senior
Executive Council for oversight of mis-
sile defense activities. Also, the full and
cooperative efforts of the Military Ser-
vices, Joint Staff, and Defense Agencies
are essential.

The overall objectives for missile defense
include: establishing a single program to
develop an integrated missile defense
system; assigning the best and brightest
people to this work; and applying a ca-
pability-based requirements process for
missile defense.

The MDA is charged with developing the
missile defense system and baselining
the capability and configuration of its el-
ements. The Military Departments will
procure and provide for missile defense
operations and support.

EEddiittoorr’’ss  NNoottee:: This information is in the
public domain at http://www.defenselink.
mil/news.
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